Vision Preaching:

Creating a Culture for the Great Commission 
By 

Elmer L. Towns

A. Our Church Must Have A Vision Of Jesus’ Last Command, It Should Influence All We Are And Do

1. “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every person” (Mark 16:15, ELT).  The purpose statement of a church is ______________________ of every person.

2. “Go therefore and make disciples of every people groups” (Matt. 28:19, ELT).   The purpose statement is carried out by preaching the gospel to every people group (____________________________________).

3. “This gospel is preached in all the world as a witness to all people groups, and then the end will come” (Matt. 24:19, ELT).   Our goal to reach every people groups in the world in our lifetime, i.e., the finish the Great Commission ______ __________________________________.

B. Vision Creates an Evangelistic Culture

1. Evangelism is more than a _________________________, but incudes it.

2. Evangelism is more than a _________________________________________, but includes it.

3. Evangelism is more than an ________________________________________, but incudes it. 

C. Getting a Biblical Vision for Preaching
“Where there is no vision, the people perish, but he that keepeth the law, happy is he” (Prov. 29:18).

1. Because people are perishing, a vision is                                                           .
2. Vision is for everyone, not just                                                                           .
3. Vision originates from obedience to                                                                   .
D.  Where We Got Our Vision

1. Jerry Falwell wanted to start a Bible college because of his                                   .  He wanted to do for others, what was done for him.
2. I said start a liberal arts college because of Falwell’s                                             .

3. We agreed on 5,000 students because it was                                                          .

4. Later Falwell said 50,000 because he saw the                                                        .  He got an expanded vision from the college’s growth and success.

· Don’t let your                                                       limit your                           vision in God’s work.

· To get a bigger vision, expand our knowledge and experience.

(1) Visit great ministries

(2) Talk to great leaders

(3) Attend great meetings where God’s spirit is working

· Tie your vision to what you want you want God ___________ ___________________.
E.  What Characterizes A Sermon Of Vision?

1. Sees                             .

2. Sees                            .

3. Sees                                             .

What is the greatest hindrance to you having a greater vision?  ______________ 
________________________________________________________________.

Until you know, what you don’t know, you will not learn what you need to learn. 
F. Having A Vision Makes You A Leader.  

· The story of the blue chalk and painting “the whole church in a whole day.”
· “When the people                                                    your dreams/vision, they buy into your leadership.”   -First Law of Leadership.
G. A College President Asked Jerry Falwell Four Questions

1. What would you try, if you thought you might succeed?                                      .
2. What goals would you set, if you knew you could not fail?                                 .
3. What price are you willing to pay?                                                                       . 
4. What sacrifices are you willing to make?  _____________________________. 
H. Four Definitions Of Vision
1. Vision is a                                to walk from the past to the future.

2. Vision is the                                                   to see the invisible and a decision to make it happen, and the burden to share it with others.

SEE A VISION

OWN A VISION

SHARE A VISION

3. “Vision for ministry is a clear mental image of a preferable future imparted by God to His chosen servants and is based upon an accurate understudying of God, self, and circumstances.”   -George Barna

Learn Four Things From Barna’s Definition:

1. The future image must be                                           .

2. The future must be preferable, i.e.,                            . 
3. God gives the vision; we do not                                . 
4. You must know: 

a. How                                                  .
b. Self-abilities.
c.                                                          possibilities. 

4. Vision is painting a portrait of what does not yet exist, so you can make things happen to give existence to the vision.  A vision begins in the mind of the artist, before it takes shape on the canvas. 

How To Paint A Portrait Of Your Vision
1.                                           .  Needs more of God than man.

2. Mountains.  Vision is not realistic without _____________________ ___________________.
3. Path.  Vision must lead you somewhere,                                             .
4.                                       .  Vision needs some enjoyable moments.
5. Birds.  Vision should make your                                                         .

6. People.  Vision needs to be fleshed out in the life of followers.
7.                                                    .  Vision must include the vision seer.

I. Getting Your Vision From God

“I will stand my watch and set myself on the rampart, and watch to see what He will say to me, and what I will answer when I am corrected.  Then the Lord answered me and said: ‘Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.  For the vision is yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry . . . but the just shall live by his faith” (Habakkuk 2:1-4, NKJV).
1. Vision comes to the                                                                    .
2. Vision gets stronger and clearer when you ______________________________ ________________________________________________________________.
3. The vision becomes                                                                  .
4.                                                         . 
5. Need                                                                       before your vision may happen.
6. Tie your vision to                                                                       .

· Vision-sermons are born in                                                  with God, and grow in ________________ and become mature with                                          .

· Before preaching a vision, you must become the vision.

· Writing is not writing,                                                              .  Constantly sharpen your vision.

· Preach the vision before                                                                           into it, and then preach it because they support it. 

J. What Vision Preaching Does For You.

1. You and the church will be motivated by a                                                          .
2. Vision gives                                          to your actions.
3. You will                                              to make it happen.
4. You get                                               as you work toward your vision.
5. Moving toward a vision gives you                                                         .

· Vision-preaching makes people want to                                        the church.

· Vision-preaching make people                                                    in the church.

· Vision-preaching leads to                                                                and service.

· Vision-preaching gives                                                              to your church.

· Vision-preaching makes you _____________________________________. 

“When you wish upon a star, makes no difference                                                           , when you wish upon a star, your dreams come true.” -Walt Disney

“If Walt hadn’t                                         , you wouldn’t see it tonight.” -Mrs. Walt Disney
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